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Quote: "Alone we can do little; together we can do so much.” Helen Keller
Director’s weekly notes- “The view from Dacia Boulevard”

Winter definitely came to stay on Dacia Boulevard this week. The cold mornings at the school gate are
a complete contrast to the decorations inside the school halls, canteen and classrooms. I am glad we
have been able to find the way to ensure we have this joy and light into the school after a long year. My
assembly this week looked at the celebrations around the World in December and the Christmas card
entries show again. There is so much creativity and talent in our school. Well done everyone for taking
this challenge and Mrs Elena and Miss Iulia for their organising. These cards will be a very welcome



season greetings to our partners in Moldova and around the

World. As I walked along Stefan Cel Mare on Sunday, I

noticed the large numbers announcing 2021 in the square

where the artists used to gather and my thoughts lept to the

hope for the coming year. In the interview I gave on Tuesday

to Moldova.org about the new Lyceum, we spoke about hope

for the coming year. Even with cases still at concerning levels

in the wider society, it seems we can see a way through the

next semester as our Grade 10s will be facing their IGCSEs as

the first cohort and applicants to the new Lyceum. I have to single out Grade 10 and their teachers, for
the way they have been working so hard this year and the role models they are for the rest of the school. It
was nice to see them all back from isolation.

I had a leap back to January when I heard the Radio Free Europe I kept and broadcasted for a week as
part of journalist Valentina Ursa's remarkable project capturing voices from Moldova. I listened, hardly
believing the differences in the way we viewed life and the year ahead at the start of the year in contrast
to now. The link is here in this newsletter. It was a real pleasure to be invited to speak to language
teachers in the UK on Tuesday for Linguascope and it is just astounding to know the work brilliant
teachers are doing and ensuring their students are outward facing global citizens. It is always a pleasure
to connect from one end of Europe to another, especially to share the Heritage story. Our students were
complimented on their international mindedness and activism on so many projects and also on their
plurilingualism. It was one of the things I adore the most here at Heritage. As the old joke used to go,
you can tell someone is not English when they speak it too well. I even demonstrated my developing
Romanian in the canteen this week to grade 9s and our future acting star, Loredana Sandu. Her work
on the light hearted drama Lost in Moldova premiered at the weekend and we are really proud of her
achievement.

The weekly teaching and learning briefing looked at positive relationships in education and
communication, especially as we get to these last couple of weeks of a very long semester. I have used
the example a lot recently of how our human connections are sorely missed and those 5 minutes of
conversations at the school gate or on reception at the end of the day often communicate so many
things. We are all working hard to ensure we don't lose our community cohesive glue in the
restrictions. The constructive online meetings we have had with parents show we won't and I highlight
the brilliant parents of 4A and 3B for the partnerships demonstrated recently to solve issues, as an
example of good, constructive collaboration. I have spoken to a number of people about educational
paradigm shifts and as we have worked hard all semester to ensure our community has been able to stay
returned to school, it is the very physicality of school and relationships that will come out of this crisis
even more so valued. I am sure the robot teachers and the space schools on Mars are for the 2030s. Let's
get through the 2020s first.

The role and importance of our wider Heritage community got rightly celebrated in the article I wrote
for the winter edition of International School magazine. The link is below and again, I felt so proud to
be able to share our wonderful story of hope, innovation and education fit for the challenges of the future,
with the global audience of international schools. We have enough energy to get us all to the end of
semester 1 and we will get there together as one school community. We know a new year is coming but
we will finish this semester first, then rest and family for all of us, before we even look at the 2021 signs.

Rob Ford, Director



Please take time to have a look at supporting ChildAid, a charity in Eastern Europe supporting
vulnerable children and families including the amazing work in the Tony Hawkes centre in
Moldova (Child Aid picture here) - https://www.childaidee.org.uk/

Heritage in the news:

- International School Magazine - Heritage in the Winter 2020 edition with an article on the value of
our wider community as an international school (photos and link pp24-25):
https://issuu.com/williamclarence/docs/is_nov20
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- Radio Free Europe journal for 2019-20, Tatiana Popa and Rob Ford wrote and broadcast for this
community project looking at life in Moldova in 2020. The book is now out and a huge thanks to the
respected journalist, Valentina Ursa, for her support of our school. Rob Ford's RFE broadcast
here: https://moldova.europalibera.org/a/30411273.html




-Robert Ford, Director of Heritage International
School, discusses the new Cambridge pathway
Lyceum: “There is nothing like this in Moldova, we
are proud to be the first”
https://www.moldova.org/en/robert-ford-director-
of-heritage-international-school-discusses-the-
new-cambridge-pathway-lyceum-there-is-nothing-
like-this-in-moldova-we-are-proud-to-be-the-first/

- On Tuesday 15th Dec, our head of global education,
Tatiana Popa, will be presenting to our Global School Alliance partners & a Worldwide audience,
talking about our strategy and story for the pandemic crisis and it’s impact on education in 2020.

-Heritage promotes proper masks wearing

- We are really proud of Heritage's and 9E1's very own
Loredana Sandu for her starring acting performance in
the light hearted drama "Lost in Moldova " now
premiering on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=TVhypK8myCO0

Articles of interest:

Where do Cambridge International students go to
university and what do they study?

https://blog.cambridgeinternational.org/where-do-
cambridge-international-students-go-to-university-and-
what-do-they-study-a-look-at-key-trends-2017-to-2020/




The Globe staff has published the December issue of the school newspaper. Please take a look at all the
great content: a short story and poetry in the Literary Corner, artwork from Primary and Secondary,
reflections on education, a karting student, a tech review, one student's experience playing the violin,
and more. Then, be sure to compliment those students on their great work when you see them.

Notes from Ms Elize

While Hybrid Learning and Distance Learning paved the way
for education at Heritage during the pandemic, one often
wonders about the lack of physical human connection. This
connection between teachers, students and parents make up
an integral part of our school community. Community, at its
core, is a group of interconnected people that communicate
with and relate to one another. When many of us think about
our communities, we think of neighbours meeting up, friends
gathered for a shared meal and co-workers working side by
side on common challenges and
Heritage parents and students

gathering and getting together, sharing experiences and educational

milestones.

Our community may look different online, but its essence is the same. We are a

community with compassion for others. During this pandemic we’ve all had

experiences of loss for example the loss of plans or the loss of a job. Rather than

mourn in isolation, our own losses can be invitations to grow in sensitivity for

the daily realities of others. We are a community supporting each other and

above all a community who celebrates each other accomplishments and

victories, however big or small. This Holiday Season let’s continue to celebrate

Kindness Month through our compassion for each other.

“More smiling, less worrying. More compassion, less judgment. More blessed, less stressed. More love,
less hate.”— Roy T. Bennett, The Light in the Heart




Ms Vlada and 4B during recess. Taking a break, getting fresh and stretching our legs is important to
be able to stay focused in class. What a better way to celebrate winter than some fun in the snow!

Whether in school or online there is always Love and Peace in 3E. Every morning we take time to greet
each other during Morning Greeting time. We check in and give each other best wishes for the day.
Sometimes we are also having a bit of fun. Technology is not only for learning we can also use it to have

fun.




1A and Ms Ana have been very creative. They designed their Christmas Sweaters and did some amazing colouring!

Primary School Student Council:

Primary members of Student Council held elections on Friday, after a long week of making campaign signs, writing
speeches, and recording videos. The level of creativity and passion, that having a voice in the Heritage community
inspired, is genuinely incredible. I have full trust that these leaders will continue to make us here at Heritage
proud, long after they have graduated!




News from Secondary:

For the Founders Lecture series, we have the Irish Ambassador based in Bucharest, HE Paul
McGarry, speaking to our students on Wednesday, the 16th of December, about Ireland’s experience
of migration and its path to economic development.

For the second semester, we have two more speakers confirmed:

- In January, Martin Wilcox, the director of ChildAid for Eastern Europe, will speak about how
students such as ours can make a difference in their future by helping others by putting their skills,
knowledge and enthusiasm into humanitarian charitable work. He will focus on some of the aspects of
our work in Moldova and the wider region.

- For February, we have the Baroness Janet Royall of Blaisdon, who is a British Labour Co-
operative Party politician. She was Leader of the House of Lords and Lord President of the Council.
She is the principal of Somerville College, Oxford. She will also have lots of interesting things to share
with our students.
https://www.some.ox.ac.uk/news/transcript-of-jan-royalls-lecture-on-the-shoulders-of-giants-
somervilles-women-pioneers/

Global Education:

Grade 6A celebrated the World Human Rights Day as part of ‘Single Voices, Global choices’ eTwinning
project.

They read the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, watched videos and discussed human rights
globally. They also watched the documentary film ‘The dark side of chocolate’ in order to learn how
human rights are respected in countries where cocoa beans are grown, especially they learned about
children’s rights and human trafficking.




Our Upper Secondary students started the IGCSE mock exams session today. They will test current
ability in the subjects, identify their strengths & weaknesses and grow confidence and concentration.
Mock exams are an excellent opportunity for our students to practice internationally standardised
exam regulations and conduct. Practice makes perfect!




Our students enjoyed Christmas Sweater Day, our classes are decorated and our hearts are open, we
really holiday mood! Our students were so inspired and enjoyed the day, they requested the next week
to be a Christmas Sweater Week. Your child can wear Christmas sweater (or school uniform) and donate
books, school supplies, toys or hygiene products, and anything else (except food or sweets) that you think
will make the recipient happy. Let us try to make this Christmas special for kids who need our support.
We collect Charity Shoe Box for the kids from the orphanage, do not forget to add a personal signed
message and wrap the gift. The boxes will be collected in a specially marked place at Heritage reception.



Students are invited to produce a piece of art that
reflects this year's competition theme, 'Connections’.

Our Art Competition is a fantastic opportunity for

young artists to compete internationally and showcase their talents.
The competition is open to all COBIS schools, including Applicant
schools.

Submissions will open on Wednesday 27 January and close at 3pm
(GMT) on Wednesday 24 February 2021. Each school will be able
to submit up to three entries per category listed below. Many schools
choose to run an internal competition to select these entries.

e  Early Years and Foundation Stage
. Key Stage 1

. Key Stage 2

. Key Stage 3

. Group Entries (all ages)

Entries will be submitted via an online form. Full details about how to submit your students' entries will be
made available on this webpage in January 2021.

Winners and Prizes

The winners will be announced on our website and social media channels in April 2021. The winning
entries will be published on our website and may feature at our Annual Conference in May 2021.

Discovery Education's student Coding Challenge Children will gain a firm understanding of coding
concepts like algorithms, sequences and variables — while practising computational thinking through
problem-solving and the breaking down of tasks into logical steps. Using Discovery Education Coding,
students will be guided through a sequence of activities to familiarise themselves with the platform and
develop their coding skills - before unleashing their creativity to design their own app!

Students can work individually or in groups of up to four. There will be two challenges, one
for children aged 5-7 and one for ages 7-12.



Black Sea Online Maths Cupon the 17th February 2021, for Year 5 & Year 6 students (UK
grades)-your Math teacher will provide the details, we will need to select 10 students to participate







If one of the students is tested positive with Covid-19, the whole class will be quarantined for 14
days. Siblings do need to be in isolation as well.

For all the children who are in quarantine parents should fill in the epidemiological form:
https://forms.gle/Ok1DBdfa4BykX8Gq9 All the information provided will be sent to the Public Health

Center.

Necessary documentation for returning to school:

Before returning to school after the quarantine period, parents should present to classroom teacher the

Declaration
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1JOWBrE37gifOOHJAXY3URODG kISi7wc?q=owner:iute%4
Omail.ru

For children who have been tested positive with Covid-19 and in case of any disease, for return to
school it is mandatory to present the medical certificate with the 3 stamps, as a confirmation that the
child can attend groups of children.
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14"-18" December 2020
16" December, Wednesday.3p.m.

18" December 2020
215-24" December 2020
11" January 2021

Christmas Jumper Week

4th Founders' Lecture:HE Paul McGarry, Ambassador of
Ireland to Moldova "The success of small countries in a
global World"

School Christmas lunch

Winter Adventures Week

Semester 2 return date
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